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Background of the DPI/NGO Conference

The 63" United Nations Annual Department of Public Information (DPI) / Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) Conference will held in Melbourne, Australia, at
the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre (http://www.mcec.com.au/) from
Monday 30 August, to Wednesday 1 September, 2Q10he general theme of the
conference is “Global Health.” This is the third time the conference is held outside UN
Headquarters in New York.

The first conference outside New York was held in UNESCO Headquarters,
Paris, titled: “Reaffirming Human Rights for All: The Universal Declaration at 60”. Over
1,100 participants representing 65 countries from 461 NGOs affiliated with DPI,
ECOSOC, UNESCO and working with OHCHR joined the 2008 Conference to share
knowledge, and experience, on how best to promote and contribute to the advancement of
human rights around the world.

The second conference “on the road” was held in Mexico City, 9-11 September
20009, titled: “For Peace and Development: Disarm Now!” Some 1,300 participants
representing 55 countries from 340 NGOs attended the three-day deliberations. The
Conference attracted a wide range of experts in the fields of nuclear disarmament, and
conventional arms regulation, who shared their expertise with NGOs in the Opening and
Closing Ceremonies, four roundtables, two breakout sessions and 24 NGO-organized
Workshops.

Objective

The objective of the conference “on the road” is to diversify, and increase, the
geographical representation of NGOs associated with the United Nations Department of
Public Information, as well as focusing on the work of NGOs in that region.

Consequently, the NGOs associated with DPI from Latin America and the
Caribbean increased in 2009. Forty-three non-governmental organizations based in




Mexico were newly associated in time for the Conference, and more than three-quarters
of the attendees at the Conference also hailed from Mexico and the region.

Further, it has proven to be an effective way to reach out to those NGOs and
members of the Civil Society, who, otherwise, would not be able to attend the
Conference,

Title of the Conference
To BE CONFIRMED
THEME — GLOBAL HEALTH

Visual ldentity

As soon as the title of the Conference is confirmed, a Visual Image will be designed
by the Graphic Design Unit of the United Nations Outreach Division.

Partners

United Nations Department of Public Information
NGO/DPI Executive Committee
Government of Australia

Vision

The Conference will highlight effective ways in which civil society, in partnership
with other actors, can contribute to fostering global health: not just managing disease.
Global health encompasses multifaceted challenges of transnational health issues,
determinants, and solutions, involves many disciplines, within and, beyond the health
sciences, and promotes interdisciplinary collaboration. The Conference sessions will
emphasize the need for more integration of health programs, methods to generate
outcome data, cost effective delivery, sustainability, and emphasize prevention, to
achieve equity in global health.

Participants will include representatives of NGOs, academia, civil society
organizations, grassroots constituencies, media, Member States, private sector UN
System and other significant stakeholders.

The Conference will also provide:
X A valuable network-building opportunity.
X Opportunities to exchange ideas and experiences between the NGOs, diverse
experts, and organizations working on global health issues.

X Approaches to enhance their activities through participation in:
Roundtable panel discussions
Interactive dialogues
Workshops
Caucuses
Other activities



Preliminary Programme of the Conference

X Opening Session
X Roundtables and workshops
X Closing Session

Workshops

The Workshops provide valuable opportunities for NGOs to interact and discuss
in greater depthin an informal setting, various issues related to the conference
theme with an emphasis on effective practices that participating NGOs can take
home and implement.

Workshops are organized by and for NGOs and allow for closer examination, in small
informal settings, issues addressed in the plenary and roundtable sessions. Workshops are
no more than 90 minutes in length. This format enables maximum interaction between
presenters and participants. It is recommended that presenters be limited to one
moderator and 2 or 3 panelists, with each panelist making a presentation that does not
exceed 15 minutes, in order to allow sufficient time for an interactive dialogue with
workshop participants.

Special Events

a. Events
b. Exhibits

Media

a. UN Media
Press Releases
News

Radio

Live Webcast
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General Information

X On-line registration will convene Spring 2010.
X Conference Website (Under Construction)

Conference Venues

Opening and Closing Sessions Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre
Roundtables Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre
Afternoon Workshops Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre



