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Public consultation for 2020 target announced 

The Government today announced it would be holding public meetings, meetings with business groups, and hui on New Zealand's 2020 greenhouse gas emissions target next month.

"The issue of New Zealand's 2020 target is a single decision with major implications for the environment and economy." Minister for Climate Change Issues Nick Smith said. "It is the Government's intention to table at the Bonn climate change negotiations in August our country's policy on a 2020 target to help achieve global agreement at the Copenhagen Conference in December.

"New Zealand has committed to a global goal of stabilising emissions at not more than 450 parts per million of carbon dioxide equivalent. A long-term goal has been set of 50 by 50 - reducing New Zealand's net emissions to 50% of 1990 levels by 2050.

"Setting an interim target for 2020 requires careful consideration, especially in the face of global recession. It needs to be realistic so we don't inadvertently put our economy at risk. It needs to be achievable or we risk our good international reputation by failing to deliver. It must also be sufficient to protect the environment for future generations.

Associate Minister for Climate Change Issues (International Negotiations) Tim Groser says New Zealand's goal is to help reach a pragmatic international agreement that is both environmentally effective and economically efficient.

"We need to consider scientific, economic, environmental and foreign affairs advice in setting our 2020 target. The views of the public and business are also important to the Government. We also need to consider other countries' commitments."

"The Government has been working hard in international negotiations to achieve a post-2012 pact where New Zealand does its fair share in addressing this global problem." 

The public meetings, which will feature presentations by the Government, will be held in nine centres between 6 July and 17 July: Wellington, Auckland, Christchurch, Dunedin, Queenstown, Hamilton, New Plymouth, Napier and Nelson. Dr Smith will also hold meetings with business groups in Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch. Hui are being organised in association with the Climate Change Iwi Leadership Group.
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Date | Location Time Venue. Address
TWong | Welingion | 730pm— | Oceana Room | Cable Steet
dly 9pm TePapa Welington
Tues7 | Auciiand 730pm— | Princes Balioom | Comer Princes St
duly opm BandC and Waterioo
Hotel Hyatt Quadrant
Regency Auckiand | Auckiand Central
Wed® | Chrsichurch | 730pm— | FalC Rimore Swreet
July 9om Convention Centre
Thurs | Dunedn 730pm— | Cifford Skeggs | 1 Harrop Steet
duly %m Gatery Dunedin
Dunedin Cenre
Frf0 | Queenstown | 730m— | con Room ST Feml Dive
iy 9om Hertage Hotel | Queenstown
Ton T3 | Harmifon 730pm— | Wakato Room | 348 Victoria Steet
ly 9om ‘SkyCity Hamiton | Hamiton
Tues 14 | New Pymauh | 730pm— | Conference Room | Comer Courtenay
Ay 9pm Phymouth and Leach Streets
Itemational New Plymouth
Wed 15| Naper 730pm- | Ocean Sufe Fardnge Road
Sy 9m East Pier aburn
Nepier
Ff7 | meon 730pm - | Waimea Room | Trafalgar Square
duly opm Rutherford Hotel | Nelson
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