PRESS RELEASE

UNITED NATIONS DAY

The United Nations was established on Oct 24th 1945 by the international community of nations to ‘ …prevent the scourge of war’ as stated in its original charter. This organisation has grown from 50 to 192 nation states who continue to pursue the goals of the U.N. through discussion, to arrive at agreement on many Resolutions relating to human rights, eradication of poverty, prevention of war, disaster relief, etc.

The annual celebration to honour the establishment of the U.N. is an opportunity to remember the higher universal values which unite us and lay the foundation for global peace and security. This date is part of the officially designated ‘Peace and Disarmament Week’ which specifically addresses the conditions which contribute to war and the military industrial complex which perpetuate the means of war.

To find out more about what NZ is doing through the U.N. towards achieving disarmament and prevention of war people are invited to an UNANZ Auckland event which features the ex-Minister for Disarmament Hon. Marian Hobbs, as well as the architect in 1981 of the NZ Nuclear Free Zone Peacemaker Campaign-Larry Ross. Another speaker is veteran campaigner Joan MacDonald of Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom. In addition, there is the voice of youth represented by Kaspar Beech who is facilitating the Parliamentarians and Mayors for Peace. This Wellington based global Association highlights the way in which local body councils and civil society must continue to contribute to the work for international peace and disarmament iniatives.

Weapons of mass destruction (WMD) with particular emphasis on nuclear weapons will be the primary focus of the speakers as this poses the greatest threat to humanity and the planet at this time. 

The nuclear arms race is now increasing rather than decreasing as seen with North Korea and other nations acquiring nuclear weapons. Thus, it is even more vital that countries like NZ continue to show another form of strength and leadership by maintaining a defence and foreign policy of nuclear free peacemaking.

Antony Vallyon, President of the local branch of the UNANZ (Northern Region) will chair the Public Speakers Forum on ‘Peace and Disarmament-NZ’s Role’ on U.N. Day, supported by Auckland City Council Deputy Mayor Bruce Hucker at 7:30pm Tuesday 24th Oct. at the St Columba Centre, 40 Vermont St., Ponsonby.

For more information contact Laurie Ross on 811 8696

