United Nations Association of New Zealand

 The UNANZ Northern Region Branch hereby submits to the 

National AGM of UNANZ May ‘06 

REMIT – To establish a just solution for the people of Palestine and Israel.

1. That UNANZ hereby endorses the spirit of the Geneva Accord and the following six related recommendations 

2. That UNANZ makes formal recommendations to MFAT and the New Zealand government to endorse this position at the appropriate United Nations fora. 

3. That UNANZ requests that the NZ government offer appropriate assistance within our capability, through the United Nations for whatever peacemaking or peacekeeping services are required to implement such action. 

4. That UNANZ requests the NZ government lodge a submission directly with the appropriate people within the Israeli Embassy and/or the Israeli/Palestinian governments.

5. That UNANZ request WFUNA to encourage other member UNA’s to endorse the spirit of the Geneva Accord and promote the following six related recommendations with their own government’s for action in their bilateral relations with Israel-Palestine, and in multilateral fora including the UN
The Geneva Accord and Related Recommendations
1/ Recognition of the state of Israel as the homeland of the Jewish people and recognition of a Palestinian state as the homeland of the Palestinian people.

This shall be established along the 1967 borders according to agreed upon adjustments, advantageous to both sides. This necessitates Israeli withdrawal from all Occupied Territories except where a negotiated exchange can be made which is  acceptable to both parties. 

 

2/ Jerusalem shall be shared and divided according to its already established separate neighbourhoods with each state exercising sovereignty over its holiest sites.

 

3/ Palestine and Israel will seek the minimisation of military security and the maximisation of non-military forms of security measures, in order to guarantee and respect their territories. They will seek United Nations peacekeeper forces if necessary to help them keep the peace and ensure a non-partisan  approach.

(The New Zealand government may be asked or offer to assist in this endeavour.)

 

4/ Palestinian refugees will be granted the right of return to Palestine. They shall be granted rehabilitation assistance and compensation for property lost during occupation. (see  UN Resolutions 242 and 194).

 

5/ That the new Palestinian government led by Hamas, formally remove the clause from their manifesto which denies Israel’s ‘right to exist’ or seeks removal of Israel.

That it publicly declare that it recognises and respects the state of Israel to continue its existance within 1967 borders.

In return, that the new Israeli government led by Kadema publicly declare that it recognises the state of Palestine to be established according to the 1967 borders and will further enable Palestine to become an economically viable state as the only reasonable basis to ensure mutual security.

 

6/ That both governments renounce the use of violence-as their major form of interaction and instead establish a variety of opportunities for dialogue and peacemaking methods of negotiation to solve problems and promote more positive co-existence.

Background Rationale

1/ This Remit addresses the problem of institutionalised injustice and military bombing which Israel inflicts upon Palestinians and their retaliation in the form of suicide bombing of Israelis. The state of Israel was imposed by a U.N. Resolution partitioning Palestine in 1948 at the end of the British Mandate. Palestinians were forced off their land and became refugees. This Resolution was rejected by Israel’s neighbours who immediately invaded Israel’s borders. No effort was made by the U.N. to repel this or subsequent invasions of 1967 and 1973. 

Palestinians and other Arab states have been reluctant to recognise the legitimacy of Israel. Thus, Israeli people, feeling constantly threatened and insecure, believe that their survival depends primarily on hostile militaristic defence. However, Israel also continues to inflict the most unbearable conditions upon the Palestinian people that violates their human rights and denies them the justice they are due.

This Remit recognises that the unresolved conflict in Israel/Palestine is one of the main reasons for the continuing instability in the Middle East as a whole, which threatens global peace and security. It also creates hostile relations between Muslims, Christians and Jews throughout the world. 

This is due to the fact that many Middle Eastern countries and organisations identify with the injustice being perpetrated by Israel as propped up by the USA and other Western nations. This is seen as the biggest violation upon Arabic/Muslim peoples which they say explains and even justifies terrorism as their form of self-defence. 

This remit arises in response to a talk presented by Tuma Hazou of Rodney Branch on 2nd Nov. 2005 to the Northern Region Branch of UNANZ. His talk outlined the historical factors that led to the problem of violent resistence by Palestinians against the unjust and unkind oppression by Israel. (see‘The Israeli Palestinian Conflict –Paths to Peace’ by Tuma Hazou)

2/ Therefore the United Nations must continue to reaffirm both Israel’s right to exist and the right of Palestinian people to a viable state based on 1967 borders.

This Remit reinforces submissions from other organisations seeking an end to the injustice and violence and is acceptable to the majority of people and organisations from both sides. 

This Remit is an endorsement of the thoroughly developed model called the ‘The Geneva Accord’ which has been formulated by a group of highly qualified people from Israel and Palestine and is in accordance with U.N. Resolutions.

(see G.A. paper attached or website www.heskem.org.il/heskem_en.asp)
Possible Opposing Arguments
3/ A possible negative reaction to this submission may be forthcoming from Israel, the USA or the local Jewish community in New Zealand. They may try to disown the attempt to seek justice by labelling the criticism of Israel as anti-semitic or a threat to Israel’s existence. However, it is important for the future of peace and even Israel’s survival that one not be daunted by misinterpretation of this genuine unbiased justice initiative as demonstrated by many Jewish thinkers and pro-Israel supporters.

(see www.btvshalom.org  - Brit Tzedek v’Shalom -Jewish Alliance for Justice and Peace)

4/ Another argument is that many Israelis do not want to share Jerusalem, nor give back all the Occupied territories of Palestine to 1967, nor allow return of refugees. Also, there are Palestinians who will state that the Remit based on the Geneva Accord does not go far enough and will continue to act violently to fight injustice and will sabotage the more moderate position expressed in the Remit. Nevertheless, this Remit does represent the widest cross-section of Jewish/Palestinian people and in the international community who are genuinely committed to a achieving a just peace. 

The Role of The UN
5a/  The U.N. was responsible for legalising the seizure of Palestinian land for the establishment of Israel in 1948. This was done out of guilt and remorse for the horror of World War II inflicted upon Jewish Holocaust victims. This was a way to compensate the survivors. However, it was done in a brutal arbitrary manner which failed to recognise the rights of Palestinians who had their land taken and who then became the ‘new victims’ during the last 60 years of human rights violations. Thus, it is critical that the U.N.correct this situation by continuously pursuing  recommendations for establishing a just peace in Palestine/Israel. (see land map showing increasing losses of Palestinian land since 1949)

In July 2004 the International Court of Justice declared that the building of the Israeli wall separating Israel from Palestine was being illegally built upon Palestinian land rather than on the Israeli side of the boundary. The Israeli confiscation of more Palestinian land contravenes U.N. Resolution 242. The U.N. General Assembly also condemns the Israeli bulldozing of houses, olive groves and cutting up Palestinian land into ghetto-like cantonized areas. The Israeli roadblocks and checkpoints all increase hardship,poverty, anger and hatred.

See www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/670068.html  

                                        also www.palestinechronicle.com/story.php?sid=02100624542 

But Israel continues to ignore this and violates over 70 other U.N. Resolutions seeking to stop the violation of Palestinian human rights. The settlements which Israel has established in the Occupied Territories are illegal and a breach of international law. Although Israel has returned some areas of occupied land in Gaza, this does not justify the continuing domination and control of the remaining Palestinian land nor the surreptitious confiscating of new areas. The U.N. must demand that Israel complies with international law and human rights and establish ways to ensure compliance.

See www.btselem.org  also    www.wrmea.com/archives/Sept_Oct_2005/0509012.html 

5b/ This Remit also seeks to fulfil the United Nations Charter under Article 24 in pursuing Peace and Disarmament, by assisting governments to resolve major conflicts and reinforces previous U.N. resolutions seeking to achieve justice and peace in Israel/Palestine. In addition, it is important for the U.N. to condemn Israel’s military killing of Palestinians, as well as condemning the Palestinian terrorist killing of Israelis. This is a situation where an impartial U.N. Peacekeeping Force may be required to protect civilians from injustice and violation.

However, an underlying principle of the U.N. is that of respecting the sovereignty of each nation state and it was not empowered to intervene in the struggles between people within any nation state, but only when one state attacks another. But, due to the fact that so many of the conflicts are within nation states in which huge numbers of people are being killed and subjected to crimes against humanity it has become imperative that the U.N. be empowered to act. This has been officially established at the World Summit in September 2005 in the document called ‘The Responsibility to Protect’ 

It states that ‘Where a population is suffering serious harm, as a result of internal war, insurgency, repression or state failure and the state in question is unwilling or unable to halt or avert it, the principle of non-intervention yields to the international responsibility to protect.’

(see attached Synopsis or go to www.org/summit2005/documento.html )

Possible Supporters and Promoters

6/ There are other relevant organisations in New Zealand who could endorse this Remit and maybe approached for this purpose if required. They include the Palestinian Campaign for Human Rights, the Council of Christians, Muslims and Jews, the Human Rights Network, the Bahai Faith and various other groups etc. There has already been a number of significant submissions/actions to bring about a just peace in Israel/Palestine from related organisations at an international level ie. Anglican Peace & Justice Network with 75,000,000 members calling for a boycott of Israel. The leadership of this group was Jenny Te Paa of New Zealand.

7/ This Remit may well link in with other related submissions which the New Zealand government Foreign Affairs Dept. is already pursuing with Israel. It may be a reinforcement of previous Remits already being lodged at the U.N. by our NZ representative.

We welcome input from other UNANZ branches and from Kate Smith, the National Special Officer for Peace.

Implementation
8/ Follow-up actions upon this Remit being endorsed at the national level UNANZ conference would be to present it to MFAT and to the NZ Minister of Foreign Affairs – Winston Peters. It would also act as a public endorsement for the Minister of Defence and of Disarmament - Phil Goff, who has authorised NZ’s commitment to security in the Middle East by contributing to the Multinational Force and Observers in the Sinai. See www.beehive.govt.nz  

The Remit could also be placed before the Prime Minister for further confirmation of her support. It would also be recommended that each UNANZ branch present it to their local MPs as a way of educating all members of parliament on this issue and obtaining their support. 

Contact

9/ This Remit has been prepared by Laurie Ross, who is Peace and Disarmament Convenor, plus Vice President of the UNANZ – Northern Region. She has an extensive track record over 25 years working with different groups on a variety of issues relating to Peace and justice. She was a leading force in the Nuclear Free New Zealand Campaign in the 1980s. She has worked for the UNANZ in Auckland in the past especially in the lead up to the UN Conference on Environment and Development in 1992. In addition, she has worked with the Palestine Campaign for Human Rights for 5 years in Auckland, but has also spent time in Israel in 1998 and is regularly kept informed from a variety of Jewish Israeli perspectives. She actively supports both Jewish and Palestinian initiatives to establish justice in Israel/Palestine.

Contact: laurie-ross@xtra.co.nz    ph: (09) 811 8696

