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Note from the Editor

Apologies for the little hiatus while Roger and I have been away. There has been action, though, and preparations are underway for our lecture series (see below). Unfortunately we were not able to get Gill Greer, as she has been called to ‘higher duties’ in the IPPF ‘International Planned Parenthood Federation’, but she has been replaced by the Executive Director of the NZ Aids Foundation. We have very good speakers, so this is an opportunity to attract community interest. Publicity is key. We are working through the University, we are taking out some advertisements, and working through affiliated organisations. But we need the assistance of each one of you to notify those you think would be interested, and bring a friend along. We have brochures, so let me know if you can use some. Roger will be back for the first lecture. Gray

UN Developments

The Lebanese crisis has been prominent over recent months, and many were appalled at the way that calls for a ceasefire were delayed during the early weeks, and the subsequent devastation of many Lebanese towns, as well as the damage done in Israel. It seemed that the belligerents had little concern for the civilian implications of what they did. It was interesting that the early US driven initiative failed, and people had to return to the UN structure to resolve the issue. Fortunately, the truce is holding, though there are many factors that threaten it. Slowly the UN forces are coming in, and investment in rebuilding is coming from both sides (IRAN & US, as well as others). I take comfort in the fact that the time to address the Israeli occupation of Lebanon has been reduced to 5 weeks, down from the 18 years last time. However, the underlying issues that have persisted for decades remain. In my mind, the fundamental issue is the reliance in military solutions. We need to support those who promote solutions which lead to peaceful relationships. 

Unfortunately, the focus on Lebanon has detracted from other continuing sagas, in particular, Dafur, Iraq, Afghanistan and Sri Lanka. Those that attended the local meeting on West Papua will wonder what the future is there. It demonstrates how desperately we need to strengthen the UN. 

I have been reading ‘The UN Security Council’ by David Malone, which details the activities and performance of the SC since the cold war. It has many personal accounts from officials, including New Zealander Colin Keating, as well as analysis of its operations. I was amazed how fundamentally the SC has changed, with much greater cooperation, openness, involvement of outsiders, and concern for humanitarian issues. Gray


Lecture Series

in conjunction with the University of Waikato

Wednesday 13th September, 2006

HIV/AIDS in New Zealand and the Pacific
Rachael Le Mesurier

ED of NZ Aids Foundation

Wednesday 20th September, 2006

Creating a Culture of Peace

Hon. Marion Hobbs

Associate Minister for Education

Past Minister for Disarmament and Arms Control
Wednesday 26th September, 2006

The UN, Non-Government Organisations

And what you can do with the UN
Rev Bob Scott

Retired Anglican Priest

And formerly of the World Council of Churches. 

5.30 – 7.30pm

Room 106, Bongard Centre

Please come early if you can to assist setting up and welcoming guests

Announcements
Dag Hammerskjold Play.

We are planning on presenting the play presenting the life of Dag Hammarskjold; the early Secretary General of the UN who took on the diplomatic challenges of the post. It highlights the great dilemmas of the position. It is provisionally scheduled for 22 Oct. 

We will need a substantial attendance to justify this presentation, so we will need to promote it well. Further information to follow. 

General Meeting

The final General Meeting for the year will be on Wednesday, 29th November, starting with a Potluck meal. Further information to follow. 

National Conference 2007 – Tauranga
Plans are progressing for the National Conference in Tauranga next year, with National and a local committees established and a general theme around the UN and the NZ community is developing. This will be discussed at the National Council early September. I will keep you up to date. Thanks to Ellen, Colin, Gary and Roger who are serving on the local committee. 
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