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There is good news and bad from the UN front. On the good side, UNIFIL in Lebanon have stabilised the region, and are now undertaking social development activities. Also the Palestinian government looks as though it might stabilise with an agreement between Hamas and Fatah, brokered by Saudi Arabia. This is very good news as they were coming close to civil war. These developments enhance the likelihood of a broader peace resolution, but there is a long way to go. In Africa, the Sudan is continuing to be intransigent, inhibiting the exercise of UN control in Dafur. At least the African Union made a significant step in rejecting al-Bashir, the president of Sudan, as Chairman, and have chosen Kufuor of Ghana instead.  However, it seems that a number of external forces are protecting the Sudanese government from greater censure.

Ki-Moon is proposing a restructure of the peacekeeping operations, separating policy and planning from field support due to the size of the department. An accompanying proposal to put disarmament into political affairs met with strong opposition, so he decided to keep disarmament as an office within the secretariat reporting directly to himself. 

Announcements

Annual General Meeting. Wednesday 28th March. 7pm,  56 Robins Rd.
Come and find out what we have been doing all year. We are also sorting out how we can distribute the work load a little better. Roger is stepping down from the president position, and Gray will take if up if necessary. However, he has committed himself to a national role of Vice President, which will demand significant administration work. We invite people to consider roles of president, vice president, minute secretary, treasurer, newsletter editor, and convenors of the speech competition, the Model UN and the lecture series. Please contact Roger Hey (544 8687) if you are interested.

Also we will feature a talk by Colin McGregor on his experiences of secretary generals of the UN, and the demands of the job. 

Ethnic Festival.  For several years now we have had a stall at the Ethnic Festival in March, which has proven to be an excellent environment to meet the people and discuss the UN. This year it will be on Saturday 10th March. We need people to staff the stall, so if you can spend an hour or two on that day, give Roger Hey a call (544 8687). 

Speech Awards. There has been an increasing interest in the speech awards, and last time we had to turn contestants away. This year the topic “The UN; what’s in it for NZ?” promises to provoke some stimulating presentation. It will be on Tuesday the 20th March, 7pm at the Tauranga Girls staff room. Come and share the fun.

The National Conference, of course, is the big event – 20 – 22 April at Bureta Park Motor Inn. We now have attractive colour brochures printed, and are starting to distribute them. An electronic version will be passed on to you in the near future. We have many avenues for promotion, and would appreciate any assistance in doing this. Let us know if you would like some brochures. 

The branch executive is keen to get local members to participate in the conference, so is allocating up to $420 to provide half the registration for either the conference (reg $120) or the Symposium (reg $60) to financial members of the Tauranga branch who request it, on a first come first served basis. Applications should be made to the Secretary, Gray Southon (07 5787 119, or gray@southon.net). We hope many of you will take advantage of this opportunity. Details are available on www.unanz.org.nz, and are included with this newsletter for those who do not have email. 

Model UN – Keep in mind our most significant contribution to youth understanding of the UN – great entertainment and education - 26 May at Mt Maunganui College – further information to follow.

Report

Community presentations. I have been having interesting experiences talking to community groups on the UN, particularly Grey Power and NZ First. While there have been concerns about corruption, bureaucracy etc. People have been very keen to learn, and have been impressed with what the UN does achieve. There has been considerable concern about the lack of information available on the UN in the media. 

The approach that I have been taking is to seek their concerns about the UN, accept them, and then place them into a broader context of its role, and the diversity of its activities. There seems that there may be a great opportunity to present our message much more broadly in the community -  Gray

Membership Renewal,

For those that have not already renewed their membership, the form is attached.

Roger Hey – President 
Gray Southon – Secretary

Ph: 07 544 8687
Ph: 07 578 7119

Em: r.k.hey@xtra.co.nz
Em: gray@southon.net 

UNANZ - Tauranga

Membership Renewal Form 2007

Name: 


Address: 


Telephone number: 

Email: 


I give permission for name to be included in a contact list for members

Mail to: 
Frankie Glendenning


Treasurer, UNAT


189 Welcome Bay Rd


Tauranga




Subscriptions (please tick):

 [  ]
Individual/Family
$ 30.00

 [  ]
Unwaged/Student (over 25)
$ 20.00

 [  ]
Youth (13-25)
$ 10.00

 [  ]
*Schools/Affiliates
$ 50.00

 [  ]
*Corporate
$100.00

 [  ]
Donation
$_____
 [   ]

PAYMENT ENCLOSED
$_____
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