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Well, we now have a new Secretary General in the UN – a Mr Ban Ki-moon from South Korea, although there is relatively little coverage in the newspaper. He comes from a completely different cultural tradition than Kofi Annan did, and he is making substantial changes in staffing (as Annan did), but is bringing in people from diverse backgrounds. The reports so far indicate that UN work is continuing very much as it did, with Mr Ki-moon taking very similar initiatives to his predecessor. It seems he will be fortunate to have a very different ambassador from the US, in Zalmay Khalilzad, an Afghan born Moslem. The controversy in the US about Iraq policy could well lead to regional, and perhaps UN based solutions. While the motives of everyone in the region are highly suspect, the costs of conflict are very high, and involvement in a solution could bring much more constructive initiatives from middle-eastern stakeholders than has been evident in the past. Let us hope. Somalia and Dafur also have rays of hope with regional initiatives and UN involvement. We wish Mr Ki-moon the best. 

World Federation of United Nations Associations (WFUNA)

Dr. Hans Blix has been appointed president, replacing New Zealander Rhyl Jansen, who we congratulate and thank for her term.  Hans Blix has a strong record with the UN, and the IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency) in particular, and was involved in the Nuclear Weapons inspection in Iraq. 

Membership

Membership renewals are now due. Please fill out the attached form and send your payment to the Treasurer: Frankie Glendenning, 189 Welcome Bay Rd, Tauranga.

Next Meeting Year beginning social meeting  Friday 2 February – 56 Robins Rd

6pm – Potluck barbecue – bring you meat and a salad.

7.30 pm – report on conference and what it may mean for us. 

Do we want to sponsor members in attending?

Annual General Meeting  Wednesday 28th March. 7pm,  56 Robins Rd. 

This is the time when we review our progress and plan for the new year. We look forward to some new contributions to leadership. Currently our executive is very small, and we need new ideas and insight. In particular, we need to appoint a new branch president as well as some new executive members. Our current members are prepared to continue in some role to support the program. Please contact Roger Hey Ph 07 544 8687. The current exec will continue to after the conference if necessary. Positions open are President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Newsletter editor, and several committee members. 

Last Meeting 29th November 2006

We were treated to two very impressive presentations by our own members. 

Colin McGregor presented a ‘down to earth’ account of UNIFIL (the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon), which is now a central component in maintaining the peace in Lebanon. Colin spent 4 1/2 years with UNIFIL, including heading the civilian administration of the Force from 1984-1987. He continued direct involvement in management of UNIFIL, from New York HQ, until 1991.With many graphic and informative photos, and selected data slides, his PowerPoint presentation highlighted the extraordinary complexity of the task, with the many disparate groups involved, difficult terrain and the powerful forces to be confronted. While UNIFIL has been an 'interim' force for over 28 years the title remains valid as its strength, its Area of Operation, the parties it has to deal with and the tasks assigned to it, keep changing. UNIFIL's new mandate, redefined as a result of the hostilities of July-August 2006, even with an authorised strength of 15,000 troops, is its most challenging yet. Notwithstanding an enhanced capacity, strengthened Rules of Engagement, and a Naval component, its primary role of assisting the Lebanese Army maintain control within the Area of Operation will be a difficult and frustrating task. Colin used his own experience to provide a feel for the problems that UNIFIL was currently facing.

Then Elly Maynard described her experiences in establishing Sirius, an organisation committed to removing dogs from the human food chain. A petition that she initiated in 2000,  grew into an enormous international petition with over 4.5 million signatures from 45 countries in 18 months. With that she engendered enough support to get Sirius Global Animal Organisation established, and achieve NGO special consultative status with The economic and Social Council of the United Nations ECOSOC (see http://sirius.2kat.net/).  Sirius is now engaging with the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) to highlight the hazards of exploiting dogs for food, and to enhance their protection. Elly demonstrates how ordinary people can work to make a substantial contribution on the global stage. 

National Conference

The commitment to host the 2007 conference in Tauranga has seen a committee of 5 meeting weekly for over three months now. Most of our speakers are confirmed, but some of the key ones (e.g. Hon. Winston Peters and Dame Silvia Cartwright) are a little more difficult to tie down. There have certainly been hiccoughs, and our attempts at engagement with the community are only slowly bearing fruit. Sponsorship has been sparse to date, and we have had to be very careful with our budget. Nevertheless, there are many opportunities for publicity, both locally and nationally, and our challenge now is to ensure that these are used to maximum effect. 

We feel that this conference and symposium presents a major opportunity to enhance the awareness of the community of the importance and the scope of UN activities, and could bring a significant increase in membership. We would very much welcome assistance from any of our members. 

Speech Competition

Our annual speech competition will be on 20th March  at the Tauranga Girl’s College on the topic: 

The United Nations: what is in it for New Zealand?

This year we will have the privilege of holding the national competition in Tauranga on Sunday 22 April during the conference.

Model United Nations

Our third junior Model UN is at Mt Maunganui College on 26th May. The first two have been very successful, and the schools are becoming increasingly enthusiastic. We look forward to being able to run a senior MUNA next year. 

UNANZ - Tauranga

Membership Renewal Form 2007

Name: 


Address: 


Telephone number: 

Email: 


I give permission for name to be included in a contact list for members

Mail to: 
Frankie Glendenning


Treasurer, UNAT


189 Welcome Bay Rd


Tauranga




Subscriptions (please tick):

 [  ]
Individual/Family
$ 30.00

 [  ]
Unwaged/Student (over 25)
$ 20.00

 [  ]
Youth (13-25)
$ 10.00

 [  ]
*Schools/Affiliates
$ 50.00

 [  ]
*Corporate
$100.00

 [  ]
Donation
$_____
 [   ]

PAYMENT ENCLOSED
$_____
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