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Note from the Editor

Roger is no longer with us, and our new newsletter editor, David Douglas, is just moving to the Hutt, so I am on the newsletter again. We have just had our National Conference and our local Model UN of which there are reports later. Our upcoming meeting will deal with how we can understand the UN and explain it to others. The prospect of hosting the National Conference next year offers many opportunities which we will discuss. 

I will be in Australia from 23 June to 15 August, but will be in contact via email - Gray

UN Developments

Major components of the UN Reform process such as the Peace-building and Human Rights Commissions continue to advance, but the management reform package has been seen to represent a major power shift from the smaller to the large payers, and has met a major block. Conflict over this issue could see the UN Secretariat without a budget after mid year. WFUNA (World Federation of UNAs) has commenced a committee and network to monitor, analyse and contribute to UN reform processes. Iran seems to be getting nasty, and has been made more difficult by the refusal of the nuclear states to honour their part of the Non-Proliferation Treaty a year ago. 

The replacement of Koffi Annan for 2007 is becoming a major issue. Koffi has made greatly expanded the role of Secretary General to that of a super diplomat and strategic leader, rather than that of a manager. There is need for much discussion about whether this is the appropriate model, and what support is needed for whatever role is decided on. Unfortunately, it seems that the dominant focus on region and gender has constrained the thinking somewhat. 


Next Meeting 


General Meeting

Tuesday 20 June – 56 Robins Rd. 

6pm for Potluck Dinner

7.30pm for meeting. 

What does the UN mean to people in Tauranga? How can we understand it and explain it to others? 

With some presentations and discussion we will come up with some answers to this question.

If you can, ask some others what they think of the UN? We will share these findings at the meeting. 

Also, learn more about recent developments with the UN, and discuss ideas for next year’s conference. 

(Apologies for shifting meeting to Tuesday – it is because I will be going away shortly after - Gray)

Announcements
UNANZ Discussions. Our national organisation is seeking to enable members interested in UN related issues to discuss their interests with other members across the country. Currently we are establishing a group on ‘UN Reform’, and are looking at three other areas: Peace and Security, Sustainable Development and Human Rights. Please let me know if you are interested in any of these - Gray

Senior Model UN – Hamilton – 12th August. We will be advertising this to the Bay schools.

Lecture Series in conjunction with the University of Waikato
13th September: Dr Gill Greer of NZ Family Planning Assn, speaking on HIV/AIDS  in NZ and the Pacific. 

20th September Hon Marion Hobbs (provisional) on "Creating a Culture of Peace ".
27th September Rev Bob Scott of Auckland. "The UN, Non -Government Organisations and What You Can Do”

Reports

The Junior Model UN on the 27th came off very well with over 50 students from schools between Whakatane and Waihi (including Rotorua) discussing resolutions on child trafficking and climate change. The high level of enthusiasm from both the students and teachers made us consider repeating the program perhaps in October some time. Thanks to all those that made it successful, and we are very grateful for the Auckland Youth members who chaired the meeting. 

National Conference

The Annual Conference, 19,20 May, was organised by the Youth Association (UNYANZ). While it started a little lean on numbers and had to work around some changes in speakers, it did enable a valuable discussion, and finished on quite a positive note. The planned opening speaker, H.E. John Dauth, had a higher call to a defence minister’s conference, and so Dianne Yates, Chair of the Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Committee stood in. This was fortuitous, as Dianne has long been a member of the Association, and is a strong supporter. Then a panel of Asian diplomats (Korea, Japan & Thailand) spoke on UN Reform, providing some insight into the way that they saw the UN, and provided a chance for them to promote their candidate for the UN Secretary General. Unfortunately, the absence of Joan Mosley (head of the UN section of MFAT) due to a broken foot meant that yours truly had to step in at ten minutes notice. The afternoon enabled some of the new neighbours of the national office (Amnesty International, Development Resource Centre and UNICEF) to explain what they are doing, and to discuss how the organisations relate. A very rapid ‘MiniMUN’ provided some of the flavour of a Model UN with much hilarity. 

The star of the next day was Thao Nguyen who recounted her experiences as the Australian Youth Representative to the UN. This involved touring Australia to meet with youth in many different circumstances, spending some at the UN in contributing to the preparation of documents related to youth affairs, and in meeting other youth representatives. She then returned to Australia and reported on her experiences around the country. The talk was little short of inspiring. This is clearly a program that we must promote in New Zealand. 

The National final of the speech awards awarded second prize (equal) to Sam Walker, winner of the Tauranga competition. The first was Pramudie Gunaratne from Auckland. 

The Organisational aspects of the conference included the AGM, a strategic planning session and a National Council meeting. The resulted in the continuation of Hayden Montgomerie as president and Antony Vallyon as vice-president, and Carl Bates as treasurer. I commenced as Special Officer for UN Reform, and received approval for engaging in the WFUNA (World Federation) global network of UNA’s in analysing, monitoring and contributing to the reform process. Also the constitutional amendment that Tauranga put up was, in effect, approved. 
I came away feeling that we had been able to air some significant concerns about the organisation, that there was a significant increase in enthusiastic, yet experienced members, and that the prospect for the future was bright.

Finally, Tauranga’s offer to host next year’s conference was accepted with enthusiasm, and I believe we will have considerable support in doing this. We already have a number of ideas to consider, so we now have to get our committee established. 

Anyone interested in participating?

Alex Webster - Acting President  07 544 8687,  Gray Southon – Secr/Treas. 07 578 7119
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