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Apologies for the short note, as I have been preoccupied with the conference organisation. The Sudan government has continued its intransigence, with little progress in deployment of the peacekeeping forces. Recent meeting provide some hope for progress, although we have heard that before. There is also shades of a prospect that negotiation may play a larger role in Iraq, with a regional meeting just concluded, and subsequent meetings to follow. At least they didn’t shoot each other. Finally I received a personal note from a friend in East Congo, who reports quiet and stability after the elections. A very hopeful sign. 

In the UN itself, the Secretariat reform is progressing, with attention particularly to the restructuring of the DPKO – see http://www.reformtheun.org/index.php/eupdate/2941

We would welcome other contributions to this update on the UN.

Announcements

Speech Awards. Tuesday 20th March at 7pm, Tauranga Girls College. 

Hear what our students have to say about:

“The UN; what’s in it for NZ?”

We would very much appreciate our members there.

-------------------------------------------

Annual General Meeting. Wednesday 28th March. 7pm,  56 Robins Rd.
We have had a good year, and are just in the midst of a National Conference Organisation.

Ee are blessed with the number offering to serve the branch

Positions offered


President – GraySouthon (if no alternative)


Secretary – Roger Hey


Previous – past President – Roger Hey


Treasurer – Frankie Glendenning

Committee


Ellie Maynard


Basil Kings


Ellyn Kepple


Alex Webster

Special Roles


MUNA Coordinator – Brian Davies


Newsletter Editor  - Vacant – any offers?

Further nominations will be taken from the floor. 

The annual report is appended, and the audited accounts will be presented at the meeting.

Also Colin McGregor will  talk on:

'Secretary's-General of the United Nations'

Since 1945 there have been eight Secretary's-General of the United Nations - some maintain there have actually been nine - and each incumbent of the post has been different in approach, temperament, and effectiveness.

           Colin McGregor served at the United Nations under four Secretary's-General and worked as a colleague with Kofi Annan who would go on to become Secretary-General himself, thus making a total of five. He will give us a brief description of the term of each former Secretary-General, the world's top diplomat, from his somewhat unique viewpoint.

The National Conference, 

20 – 22 April at Bureta Park Motor Inn.

This is a key initiative of the branch – we are demonstrating to the community the importance and scope of the UN’s impact on the community, and the possibilities of participating. 

We now have our speakers confirmed, including Winston Peters and Joan Mosely (head of the UN division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs) and publicity is well underway. We have had articles in the newspapers, and more are coming up. We also have radio interviews, and publicity through a host of organisations and email circulations, including the University. Only a few registrations are in, but most are unlikely until close to the time. 

Please register as soon as possible. Remember, there are two possibilities: 

1.
the full conference including Friday evening (20th), Saturday, including dinner, and Sunday. The full registration is $120 (before 30 March, $150 afterwards).

2.
the Symposium, which includes the Friday evening and Saturday (without the dinner). 

The registration form is appended.

Further details at: www.unanz.org.nz 

The branch offer to cover 50% (up to a total of $420) still stands, so speak up if you want it (Call Gray 07 5787119, or email gray@southon.net)

Model UN – Keep in mind our most significant contribution to youth understanding of the UN – great entertainment and education - 26 May at Mt Maunganui College – further information to follow.

Reports

Ethnic Festival.  There was great weather and a good crowd. Roger, Colin and Gray, with Frankie and a few others coming in had plenty of opportunities to talk to people about the UN. It is surprising how many are interested in thinking about the UN if approached. 

Roger Hey – President 
Gray Southon – Secretary

Ph: 07 544 8687
Ph: 07 578 7119

Em: r.k.hey@xtra.co.nz
Em: gray@southon.net 

UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION OF NEW ZEALAND (INC.)

TAURANGA BRANCH.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

28th March 2007

PRESIDENT’S REPORT :

The year past has included a number of events that we have established as important annual events in the life of our branch. They are :

Tauranga Ethnic Festival:  March 10th 2007.  As in past years we have staffed a tent at the Ethnic Festival, and enjoyed considerable discussion with members of the public about the UNO and our branch. We distributed many membership brochures and symposium brochures. Our thanks to branch members who gave time to staff the tent, and enter into discussion with the public.

Speech Awards: Planned for Tuesday 20th March in Tauranga Girls School Staff  Room. Currently there are 6 registrants. 

Model UN: A very successful Junior Model UN (year 9&10) was held with on the 27th May 06 with 9 schools from around The Bay sending 13 teams involving 53 students. We were indebted to Brad Scott who once again came from Auckland to chair the meeting. The next Model UN is 26th May, at Mt Maunganui College as in past years.

Lecture Series : Our third Lecture Series co-sponsored with Waikato University Tauranga Campus was held in September 06.

Presenters and topics were : 

Rachel Mesurier:      “ HIV/Aids in NZ and the Pacific Region. “

Hon Marion Hobbs: “Creating a Culture of Peace”

Rev Bob Scott:         “The UN, Non - Governmental Organisations and what You Can Do With the UN”.

There were good attendances overall at the Lecture Series, and very interesting presentations. Another Series will be planned this year. 

National Conference 2007:  

Bureta Park Motor Inn, April 20 -22nd.

Undoubtedly the conference and the public symposium contained within it have been a major commitment for the local planning group, and it promises to be a significant event for the branch, for Tauranga and for the UN Association of New Zealand. It has been an ambitious task for a small branch of the Association to plan and host this national conference, and the planning group has worked well. Our branch Secretary Gray Southon is also the Conference Coordinator, and Gray has given very able leadership to the planning group.  Members are reminded that up to $420 is available to provide half the registration for either the full conference  (reg $120) or the symposium (reg $60) to financial members of the branch who request it, on a first come, first served basis. Applications to be made to the Secretary, Gray Southon.,(07 5787 119 or gray@southon.net ) Be quick ! We are keen for local members to experience the National Conference.

General Meetings : 

General meetings are held at approximately 3 monthly intervals, supplemented by the community activities (speech awards etc). These have been as follows:

22 March  06 - Bill Bayfield, - The 2005 UN Conference on Climate Change

20th June – Sharing ideas of what people think of the UN.

24th October – information UN Day celebration

29th November  - Colin McGregor – experiences of UN operations in Lebanon.

24th  February 2007 – discussions on conference publicity.

28th March 2007 - Colin McGregor – Experiences of Secretarys General.

Newsletters: 

Seven newsletters have been issued. These take the form of a general statement on UN related developments, promotion of upcoming events and review of past events. These are usually circulated to council and submitted to the web site. We require a Newsletter Editor, to collate news items of interest to members. Please consider this position – can you assist the Branch by taking up this role ?

Community Presentations : 

Both Gray Southon and myself have spoken to community groups throughout the year on the life and work of the UN. Occasionally one of us has had a letter to the Editor of the Bay of Plenty Times published, usually in response to some event. From community contact we have discovered there is widespread concern at the lack of information on the UN available in the media. 

Membership:
2006 paid membership was 24, so far paid membership for 2007 is 15. Attempts to broaden membership have been made mainly through the Ethnic Festival, and presentations to community groups, but with little effect to date. 

Upcoming Executive:

I have declined to stand again for president, but will remain on the executive, if re-elected. Gray Southon has offered to stand as president in the absence of another offer. Several people have offered to play a role on the committee, enlarging it significantly, and their nominations will be brought to this meeting. 

In sum, the branch has continued this past year to witness to the UN as a significant agent for world progress and peace.  Where else can all the sovereign nations of the world dialogue together on shared concerns ?  There is clearly a need for a community group such as ourselves to disseminate news of what is being achieved on the world scene, particularly since our media are not reliable in presenting a balanced, sustained  and informed picture. No doubt we could have done more, and done it better. We call on our members to continue to support the branch, become informed ourselves on world concerns, and play some part in building a better world.

On a personal note, for several reasons I must stand down as President of the branch at this Annual General Meeting. It has been a pleasure to serve as Branch founding President, and I hope in some way to be of service in years ahead. Throughout these initial years of the branch we have been very well served by our executive: Frankie Glendenning (Treasurer) Executive Member Alex Webster and our indestructible Secretary, Gray Southon. We would all want to express appreciation to the Executive, especially to Gray for his dedication and commitment. 

Roger Hey

President.
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UNANZ - Tauranga

Membership Renewal Form 2007

Name: 


Address: 


Telephone number: 

Email: 


I give permission for name to be included in a contact list for members

Mail to: 
Frankie Glendenning


Treasurer, UNAT


189 Welcome Bay Rd


Tauranga




Subscriptions (please tick):

 [  ]
Individual/Family
$ 30.00

 [  ]
Unwaged/Student (over 25)
$ 20.00

 [  ]
Youth (13-25)
$ 10.00

 [  ]
*Schools/Affiliates
$ 50.00

 [  ]
*Corporate
$100.00

 [  ]
Donation
$_____
 [   ]

PAYMENT ENCLOSED
$_____




Registration Form





To register for this conference, please complete this form and enclose payment by cheque written out to “UNANZ” for the total registration fee, and mail to: 


UNANZ 07 Conference, PO Box 2056, Tauranga.





The registration covers entrance to the Friday evening opening, Saturday including refreshments and lunch, Saturday evening dinner, and Sunday refreshments and lunch. Full conference registrants can purchase additional tickets for the opening session and for the conference dinner as indicated below.





First Name:  	  Last Name:  	





Name for Badge:  		





Postal Address: 		





		





Phone Number(s):		Email:		





Regular Registration - until 30 March $120	$	





Late Registration – after 30 March until 16 April $150	$	





UNYANZ Concession – until 30 March $95	$	





Additional Opening Session at $20 each	$	


	Names of additional person(s) 	





Additional Conference Dinner tickets at $40 each	$	


	Names of additional person(s)	





Symposium Only - until 16th April $60  (School Students $45)	$ 	


	Evening Fri 20 & day Saturday 21





Total Registration: 	$	





Agreement: I agree that the above information may be used for distribution of conference materials, and that photographs taken at the conference may be used for promotional purposes of the United Nations Association of New Zealand.








Signed:		Date:








For enquiries: Gray Southon Ph 07 5787119, em: unanz07@unanz.org.nz
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