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Letter from the President

This newsletter invites you and all our members to our branch Annual General Meeting next Tuesday. We hope for a good attendance, especially after inviting our Guest Speaker, Mr Bill Bayfield of Environment BOP. He'll have a relevant and timely word for us. 
The Executive has nominations for the positions of the Executive for the coming year, so the business will be attended to easily and briefly. Further nominations are welcome, however. 
It's been a good year for our branch, with reports to be shared at the meeting. We also have plans to share for the year ahead. It will be a good meeting, and we're looking forward to it.
UN Developments

The Human Rights Council resolution has just been approved by the General Assembly – finally – with all the compromises involved. Dafur is as bad as ever, and the African Union, which has had its forces there, has decided to hand over to the UN, but the Sudan does not seem to happy. Kofi Annan has just started a tour of Africa, so it will be interesting to see what comes out of that. Iran is looking very messy!!


Next Meeting 


Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 22 March – 56 Robins Rd. 7.30pm

Featuring: Bill Bayfield,

Speaking on: the 2005 UN Conference on Climate Change.

Bill, the new CEO of Environment Bay of Plenty, was part of the NZ contingent to the Conference in Montreal last November. He was previously manager of Climate Change and Sustainable Industry in the Ministry for the Environment.

We will also get our organisation into shape for the next year. We need more committee members, and new blood in the executive positions. Contact Roger Hey if you are interested 07 544 8687.


Preliminary Nominations



President – Roger Hey (with 4 months leave of absence)



Secretary – Gray Southon



Treasurer – Frankie Glendenning



Newsletter Editor – Gray Southon



Alex Webster - Committee

We will also consider whether we can host a performance of the Dag Hammerskjold Play later this year and the National Conference next year, 

Announcements
Subs Due Thanks to those who have paid. For the others, please fill out attached renewal form and bring with fees to next meeting, or send to the treasurer. You need to have paid to vote at the AGM!!

National Newsletter – The March 2006 issue is now out – pick on up at the AGM or call Gray  (5787119). It covers some recent controversies about the UN.

Speech Competition – 5th April – 7.30 Tauranga Girls College.

Topic:  "Climate Change/Global Warming: A Challenge to the United Nations"
Registrations are now complete, so come along and hear the presentations

UNANZ Annual Conference 2006 – 19-20 May – St. John’s Centre, Wellington. 

Early registrations $120 until end March – then $150

A great chance to learn about UN issues and meet others around the country.

Can we organise a couple of cars down?

Learn about

· Relations with government bodies

· Relations with NGOs

· Communicating with the Community

· UN Reform

· Model UN – with an exercise for all to participate in.

· Celebrating 60 years of UNANZ.

Model United Nations (MUN) 27 May – Mount Maunganui College

Registrations coming in – put this date in your diary!!

Report

Ethnic Festival this year was really successful. Many people expressed a strong interest and left their names. We gave out many membership brochures as well as special brochures on key facts on the UN. Many thanks to those that assisted on the stall. 

We are still looking for a newsletter editor – anyone interested?

Attached is the agenda for the AGM and last year’s minutes. 

Roger Hey – President  07 544 8687,   
Gray Southon – Secr/Treas. 07 578 7119
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