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KOFI ANNAN RETIRES AS UN SECRETARY-GENERAL
 

On 31 December this year Kofi Annan will have completed the maximum of two 5 year terms as Secretary-General of the United Nations.  He is 68. 
 

In describing the post to his successor, the first United Nations Secretary-General, Trygve Lie told Dag Hammarskjold, that it was ‘The most impossible job on earth.’  Time has not made the job any easier.
 
It has long been held that the holder of the Secretary-General’s job could try to be either a secretary, or a general, but would hardly be able to combine both tasks.  Prior to Kofi Annan, the only Secretary-General to have measured up to the potential of the job had been Dag Hammarskjold.  His successors never came near to his stature.

 

In the normal course, Kofi Annan could not have even been considered for the job in 1996. The possibility only came about when the U.S. threatened to use its veto in the Security Council to block a second term for Boutros Boutros-Ghali. Kofi Annan never indicated he was a candidate. - indeed he could not be seen to be campaigning against the man for whom he worked.  Additionally, until that time the idea that a lifetime UN official could become Secretary-General would have seemed fanciful.
 

Why was he picked?  Well, the New York Times stated that Kofi Annan was …’The living opposite to Boutros-Ghali and was known for his efficiency, his exquisite tact, and his slightly mysterious powers of persuasion!’  The only question asked about him was whether he was too nice to be tough, and whether he was, as one diplomat put it, so ‘conflict-adverse’ that he would be unable to confront, let alone impose, difficult decisions. For its part, the US supported Annan’s appointment because they believed he would be less feisty and more pliable than his predecessor. They soon had to revise that assessment.

By the time Kofi Annan, became Secretary-General, he had already spent almost his entire career at the UN, where his equanimity and cordiality had made him a popular, and authoritative, if always soft-spoken, figure.  He had a reputation as a particularly eloquent and compelling speaker.

 

I knew Kofi Annan, and had close contact with him before he was appointed as Secretary-General while we were both staff of the Department of Administration and Management, from 1987 to 1992. In that time he held two head of service posts at the Assistant-Secretary-General level, firstly, for human resources, and later as chief financial officer or Controller. I was in the peace-keeping area as Deputy Director of Field Operations Division, which managed the personnel, finance and logistics for all peace-keeping missions.
 


Kofi Annan started his term as Secretary-General in January 1997 and soon became an international star. Capitalising on his insider’s knowledge of the organisation, Annan showed remarkable confidence in taking the UN in new directions – too many to list here. What most impressed observers about Kofi Annan was his moral seriousness. He seemed to give new gravity and standing to the UN.
 

 In Kofi Annan’s first five-year term, practically every matter he handled ended with success, and widespread acclaim. It ended with him sharing equally with the United Nations itself, the 2001  Nobel Peace Prize. The only other time the Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded to a Secretary-General was in 1961 when it was conferred posthumously on Dag Hammarskjold.
 


The second term was very different. Almost nothing went right for him and every crisis seemed to blow up in Annan’s face. Matters became much more difficult in 2001, when Bill Clinton was replaced by George W. Bush. Annan was then forced to confront a much less congenial leadership in the UN’s most powerful member state. The Bush administration quickly and publicly repudiated the multilateralism of the Clinton years and steered the U.S. in a much more aggressive and unilateral direction. Bush’s decision to invade Iraq in defiance of the UN came as a strong rebuke to the organization. It was also a shattering personal experience for Kofi Annan. 
 


Kofi Annan has presided over the UN during a decade of deep global turbulence and change, and an institution gathering 193 nations under its umbrella that has evolved from the world’s biggest convener of conferences to much more of a  ‘doer’ organization – managing more peace-keepers than ever, spearheading development efforts, fighting HIV/AIDS. Throughout it all, Kofi Annan has displayed an almost unearthly ability to hold up under the most intense pressures. This fortitude may be partly explained by his almost religious belief in the UN’s mission. His willingness to push the UN hard on controversial issues as well as demand that its member states adhere strictly to the UN’s ideals has made him one of the organizations most formidable and memorable leaders.
 


Can Ban Ki-moon continue Kofi’s insistence on giving life to the principles and aims expressed in the UN Charter and develop his own strong Secretariat served by men and women who both feel and act internationally?
Colin S. McGregor
Member, Tauranga Branch United Nations Association of NZ
Former United Nations Organisation Staff Member.
 
FROM THE PRESIDENT :
As I prepare this month's newsletter - in the absence of our Editor Gray Southon who is o'seas -  the UN sponsored Summit on Climate Change in Nairobi is coming to a close. Senior politicians of many nations are taking the issues seriously - at last - and we will hear more over future days on changes to our life styles to accommodate the needs of our environment. There is ample information on UN related websites if you wish to keep up with plans and news.
One Tauranga branch member, Elly Maynard, has taken her own initiative to bring about change and founded an international organisation and secured recognition for it in the Economic and Social Council of the UN - an enormous achievment. Elly's organisation "Sirius" seeks " to get dogs out of the human food chain. " When Elly wrote to the branch Executive seeking our support, we felt we should give Elly opportunity to speak through this newsletter about "Sirius". Elly will also be at our next branch meeting on Wednesday 29th November to speak briefly and answer questions. What follows is Elly's own words about "Sirius ". Come and discuss this with her at our next branch meeting.
Roger Hey
President.
 
"Sirius Global Animal Charitable Trust is an organisation in Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations.  Our main campaign is to get dogs out of the human food chain.   To this end we have built a good relationship with the World Health Organisation and Centre for Disease Control and Prevention.  The Food and  Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations has also been very supportive. Asking for dogs to be taken out of the food chain because they are such close companions of humans is not going to win this campaign.   We now know that we have to promote the dangers to humans of consuming dog meat.  Owning such an animal does not provide any health risks at all.  The Centre for Disease Control and Prevention has supplied us with such a report.
Sirius has not received support from the New Zealand Government owing to their close trading relationship with China, however Italy is supportive. This campaign does not target any specific nation, but all countries who engage in the slaughter of Domestic Companion Animals ie dogs and cats, for human consumption.     We have SARS and Avian Bird Flu.  How long before another pandemic raises its ugly head!"

Elly Maynard
Founder and President
Sirius Global Animal Charitable Trust
NGO in Special Consultative Status with the
Economic and Social Council of the United Nations
http://sirius.2kat.net

Next TAURANGA Branch Meeting:
 
General Meeting  Wednesday, 29th November 6pm potluck meal for 7.30 meeting – 56 Robins Rd.
Colin McGregor will be discussing conditions for the UN in Lebanon based on his own experiences. There will also be a conference update. (see below), and Elly Maynard will speak on "Sirius".
 
 
 
National Conference 2007 – 20-23 April Tauranga
 
Planning is progressing with the venue booked, the Mayor has agreed to open it, and Winston Peters has been invited to give the keynote address. A number of other speakers have also been invited. 
 
We are also developing what we call a “community initiative” where we invite community organisations to find out what the UN is doing in areas of interest to them. We are developing a web site which lists about 70 topics, and directs people to things that the UN is doing. We hope that it can be an opportunity to learn about what is happening in the wider world, and to promote their interests locally. 
 
The current challenge is to raise funds to support these initiatives.
 

 

Come and enjoy the meeting at Southon's on Wednesday 29th ! Don't forget to bring something to the pot luck meal.

 

Best wishes everyone, 

                                                 
Roger Hey – President  07 544 8687,                         Gray Southon – Secretary 07 578 7119
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